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Befieath the sheltep of a thifilsting eucalyptus wood tanopy,
this Brazilian beach house takeidoor/outdoor virg fo the max
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here are tew places on the planec

where a beach bowse makes moee semse than on the
castern shoees of Brazil, A warm climate that barely
fluceuates all year round, spectacular jungle vistas
and miles of beaches offer the perfece place for a
contensporary retreat, It is 3l an environment that
peeseos architects with a proper challenge, where che
Ideals of inside/outside livimg can cruly be put to the
test and where strwcture, materials, suatsinability and
simpliciry have to mees exemplary standards of design.

Brazilian modernism, ironkcally pechaps, 5 mow
imtmacd with 4 st roeg, seasc of tradition; architecture is
often 2 mailti-gencrational family concern. Father and
son Paulo and Bernardo Jacobsen ser up their office kn
1012, having formerly been in partnership with Thisge
Bernardes, himuel 2 third-generation archicect. Today
the Jacobsens oversee a yo-szrong team spread beeween
Rio de Jancico and S0 Pauko, building up a sizcable
portfolio of exquisite residences, resorts, hoteh and
cultural buidings around the woeld

The lazesr project to Jeave the boasds is the M
House, an clegant wooden structure that overlooks
Taguaiba Beach, south of S0 Pauba. Nestled among
the dense foliage of the Atlantic Foeest, this fine
wooden structure has been stewarded into shape by
the Jacobsens’ skilful team, including Jasme Cunha e,
Rafael Henrique de Oliveiea and Marcelo Vessons,
dlongide Marcela Sinkauskas, ‘For us, the beach house
is the simiplest way of refating 1o the land and the
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natural landscape,” say the archivects. ‘Funcrionally,
the houte must have pecessacy protection from the
son and rain and at the same time be open to the cutside
and the views” Over the years, the facobsens have
found that their blend of imide-out architecture travels
especially well, far more so thaa the typically chunky,
squared-off concrere modernism thas many associate
with Brazillan dexign. New works for sites in ehe
Caribbean, California, Fijl, the Gulf and Avstralia
showcase their very climate-specific approach, creating
buildings that exeend out inco theis surroundings,
Bending open air and coclovwre,

The SM House nestles into a bank, with the upper
storey contalning living areas and rimged by a geaerous
terrace with a low wooden badautrade that dowbles
as a continuous table/seating area around the house
Not caly did the weather shape the design, but iralso
impacted on how the house took shape, ‘We were very
careful about the impact of construction on the sice,
the archizects say, and the rainy season meant delays
and complexities. Not that you'd know to look at the
immaculate joinery and beautifully detailed concreee,
The densiry of the retalned vegerarion also conceals

‘Our intention is to make contemporary
architecture that is light and seems
to dissolve into the natural landscape’
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the neighbouriag vacation bomes - which furcher
constexined when woek coedd be carried out

The project makes extemive ose of liminated
eucalyprus wood for the seruceure and frelio wood for
the facade pancls. The m
were alosont entirely pre-fabeicated at a facility in Sso
Pauldo and then put together on sice, a location that
came with many conditions designed to protect the
Atlantic Forest, one of the most degraded econystems
on the planee. For a sart, bulbding densiey is low
Theze's abwo 3 st liesit to the amount of sed thae can
e yemoved and reshaped, and snry new baikding has to
adhere to 2 heighe limir, Exising trees on the perimeter
of the plot couln't be removed, creating 3

chements of the house

senise of being cmbedded in maany layers
Cenisio Paisagismo’s new landscaping ex
proximity 1o the jungle, creatiag 3 seamless connection
Betwoen the new planting and the vegetation beyosd,
with bold lighting design that further highlight
thve forms of the palms and ferns.

“The clients wanted a simple house that opened up
to the lindscape and nature, the facobsens explain
CGidven the hot and husnid conditions of the Attaneic
Forest, the main chal was predecting the interioe
from moisture and rain without actually having o veal
0. The sodution was 10 creare huge everhanging caves,
teaching out fomr metres into the susrousdings, to
effectively iolate the liviag rooms from the weather
Wooden panels allow the main living rooms 1o be

opened up to the verandas, while air conditioning
is restricted to the bedrooms.

The SM House brings together a number of
elemments developed over the years by the Jacobsens,
noesbly the we of 4 Laminated wood structare
‘It ensures quick and clean cemstruction.” they say,
expecilly helpfial in this particular location. The use
of large caves by, of coune, anceher practice signature
‘It guasantees the relationship we seck, they say. ‘The
spatial feeling ks meee tmportant chan the aesthetics
of the material’ Exen 10, the simple, natueal palette
of wood and stone - here used to form the garden wally
and anchor the house o its site - creares a Jow-key
sesthetic thae blends naturally with ies wrroundings
Froms within, this blending is enbanced by the opening
walls and expansive windows. “We designed a transparent
clement foe the upper floor, 50 It wouldat harm the
visual relation with the sca and the forent

Not only Is the howse a showcase for advanced wood
construction and a contisuation of the ‘dementary’

architectural companition the practice is renowned for,
utside approach, With all
by feel they are living inside
the forest. 'Our intention is to make contemporary
architecture that is light and scems o dissolve Into the
narursd lindscape. sy the Jacobsens. The SM Howre
uaes new technology fo create a very primal conmection
with its spectacular sice. % Jomathan Bell
Jecobsearywiteraracom

it also epitomnises its invide
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