JACOBSENARQUITETURA

™

exceptional living

WIERE THE NATURAL

AND BUILT FORM
CO-EXIST AS ONE

EST LIVING ISSUE 49 | 2023
ENTREVISTA COM 0S SOCIOS



JACOBSENARQUITETURA

EST LIVING ISSUE 49 | 2023
ENTREVISTA COM 0S SOCIOS



JACOBSENARQUITETURA

FORCE OF MATURE
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JACOBSEN AND EDGAR MURATA

Rio de Janeiro & 530 Paulo, Brazil
Lishor, Portugal

How does your studio’s architecture and design reflect the
country in which it is built and the context?

Working giobaliy, cur DNA is guided by the understanding of
client's profile, regicnal cullurz, and an in-depth geographical
analysis. In this sensz._the parsonal fastes, cultural habits, and nur
research ol architsclural elements Hinked Lo regional cusloms are
fundamental to connection befween construction and localiy.

How does the work of your studio implicitly and explicitly
connect with the natural environment?

For us, architecture should nof imposs ftself on the enviranment,
bul establish a harmonious didiogue with 1L This nvolves
approaches that seek to dilute the Imitations — physical and visual
—al the surround ng environment.

Allhe slarl of every projzel, an in-deplh analysis of the lopography
and nafural conditions such as ingolation, ventilation and exisfing
vegetation, is conducted to give us an indication as to how lo
position the architecture on the site. From this perspective, the
design seeks Lo dissolvg inlo Lhe landscape, while the malerials
and fexfurss connect to the lncal contaxd.

The ‘wilowng sel of solulions triss Lo inlegrals buill spaces wilh
their nalural snvironment the inserlion ol glass-less inkerior
gardzns, which dissoive the limits between nsidz and nutside, the
use of natural materials, such a3 wood and stone, and the
extensive use of windaws fo embra: 5, among other
sofutions. This atmesphere plays a fundamental role in the overall
comfort and wellbzing of residants,

Biophilic design aims to create spaces that foster a
deeper relationship with nature — how has your studio
diversified and evolved to embrace this?

When Jacobsen Arquiletura was first established. our founding
partner Fauln Jacobsen worked on 3 saries of projects in Paraty, a
coaslal region of [he slale of Rio de Janziro, which used
unsustainaky-sourced reund wood beams.

Today, with more zxperiznce and the expertise of Bernardo
Jacobsen, we emphasise the use of laminated eucalyptus or pine
from sustainab'e sources, with rare spacies only being used for
speciiic finishing work.

From start o finish, we adopt an approach that prioritises a respect
lor nature, siriving for the lowest environmental impacl, and the
comfort of our clients

Among the many examples that characterise biophilic design in
our work. we can cite our use of natural materials. spaces that
blend interiors and landscaping, passive strategies for ventilation
and nalural lighling, construction lechniques with fow
environmental ‘mpact, and ‘mp'antation that causss the least
change lo the natural profils of the land
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Your studio’s t of tropical architecture is based on
the ial relati i the nature of
Rio's | pes and the architectural project. How does

this tropical architecture develop through your creative
process on each project?

Our studin is located in Rio de Janziro. in the house where

zrnardo Jacobsen grew up wilh his father Pauio Jacobsen. The
Il as the surroending rainforesl and Lropical
climate directly influences cur creative process by inspiring us to
create welcoming spaces connected to nature.

W want residents to feel the breeze move through sp abserve
ihe fight throughout the day as it passes through apenings, and
hear the scunds of the natural elements: water, birds, the rustling

of the trees.

How important is the integration between the built
environment and its natural context to the outcome of
your projects?

With zach of our projects, we try to establish an

interconnectedness between the built forms and the pre-existing

natura’ ‘andscape. By respecting the natural characteristics of the

site - topography, insolation. wind direction, predeminant views
Lhe projecl emerges in dirsct response Lo il

ccording to our founder partner, Paulo Jacobsen. "Architecture
uld be closely relaled o the clienl's personalily and way of lifs,
in full harmony with the suroundings in a tmeless way. The idea
is that the archifecture disappears infc the landscape.”

The established dialogue bety archi and nature
informs your solutions. How does this dialogue inform
your exploration of materiality in each project?

Our architzctura’ approach prioritises the use of natural materials
- predominantly stone and wood both inside and outside
Although these materials arz used globally, we prioritise those of
Bragilian origin. or from the region where Lhe project s iocaled
This in turn, forms a genwine conngction (o e location. In
addition to stone and wood, we also use bamboo, rammed earth

slraw and nalural | inour intgriors.
The choice to use natural materials allows our buildings to ‘get 2 § CasaMLS by Jas
old" with dignity - - Photography Mara
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"Architecture should not impose
itself on the environment, but
establish a harmonious dialogue,
as a natural result."

— Paulo Jacobsen
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